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n order to become a butterfly,
a caterpillar
enters the pupal
stage forming a cocoon. A silk chrysalis
is used as a protective covering for the
transformation that takes place within. Though from the
outside nothing appears to happen, a great struggle occurs
on the inside. There is a breakdown, a mysterious change of
structures, and perhaps, most importantly, wings develop.
The struggle to escape from the cocoon is critical. A cocoon
always precedes a butterfly – we must experience the cocoon
in order to realize the glory of flight.

by Danny Yamashiro

I

I liken this next season of life in our family and our ministry to
the transition into the cocoon stage. We have persevered, experimented, expanded, evaluated, learned, risked, made mistakes, learned some more, been
to the brink of collapse a few times, and witnessed God sustain us.
Harvard is where the silk chrysalis will be spun and is where, I believe, our Lord is preparing me, our family, and our ministry for the butterfly stage.

Editor - Melissa Nagata
Graphic Designer - Sherrie Dodo-Aguilar
Administrative Assistant - Jamie Yamashiro
Contributor - Martin Arinaga
Photograph of golfers - Melissa Nagata

In this issue
- Why Harvard? Why Now?
- JCCY Golf Tournament 2015
- Paradise Global Mission
China 2016 and Brazil 2016
- A Slice of the Good Life has
reached 32 states and three
foreign countries.

Why am I going to Harvard?
Jamie and I and the Board of JCCY believe the Lord opened this door, and we have
seen His hand confirm each step of the way. As a butterfly has two wings, I perceive
two reasons.
1. Relationships. The Bible teaches us to be all things to all people (1 Corinthians 9:1922). What is Paul saying? He speaks of a certain kind of adaptability that enables us to
build relational bridges with people and to present the Gospel and lead people to faith
in Jesus Christ by relating, connecting, trusting, and allowing the message we share to
be heard and even accepted. Accordingly, I am building relationships with classmates,
professors, and administrators, and I have had opportunities to interview and minister
to scholars from Harvard and MIT. For example, I wonder if one of my classmates may
become the next prime minister of Canada. One of my friends is a rising star in the
legal world. He is an atheist. I recently had the privilege of having dinner with two of
my professors who teach my presidential leadership course. I ran into one of China’s top
lawyers, who is doing research at the law school; he saw me and gave me a hug. I was not
sure if he was a Christian yet, but our mutual friend, the founder of a ministry to Chinese scholars, was ministering to him, and I had the opportunity to interact a few times.
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He has since become a follower of Christ. Harvard is a platform
from which I see the Lord opening relational connections with
world leaders in government, business, law, and education.
2. Expansion. My time at Harvard is an opportunity to enlarge
the breadth of my capacity as a leader and broaden the reach
of our ministry. Increasing my leadership capabilities includes
growing my vision and developing the inner strength and
courage to fulfill what God has shown me. Isaiah 54:2 (NIV)
says, “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains
wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your
stakes.” As a media ministry, we must look for ways to reach
larger audiences. We have reached thirty-two states through
radio broadcasts, in addition to overseas broadcasts in Canada,
England, and the Philippines. How do we engage more people?
We must talk about things that interest people. Through my
Harvard graduate studies with a concentration in government,
I learn about politics, law, international relations, business, and
leadership. Instead of merely reciting someone else’s opinion, I
desire to communicate with depth, and I evaluate my learning
through the lenses of Scripture and culture. In missions, I see
God priming the pump for more international impact, which
may come as a result of my studies.
Why now?
It has been said, “Change brings opportunity.” JCCY seems to
be in a sweet spot in its development as an organization. Why
change now? “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8, NIV).
Perhaps, in the Lord’s foresight, He is opening more opportunities. In order for us to have the wisdom and timing to make the
most of these opportunities, we must prepare.

CHINA 2016
From August 30 to September 10, 2015, the Paradise Global
Mission China director traveled to Langfang, China to encourage
the partner missionaries at Agape Family Life House (AFLH). AFLH
ministers to orphans with special needs. Newlywed missionaries
Danny and Sarah were especially encouraged that the director
traveled to China even without other team members. The director
cherished the time that he spent with the older children and
the young adults who work in the onsite bakery. The director
was encouraged to see that Sarah has been very successful at
placing many children in adoptive homes. The director is already
looking forward to taking a team of eight to ten people on his next
trip, which is tentatively scheduled for August 31 to September
10, 2016. Those interested are invited to apply at gopgm.org.
The director will select the team members by March 1 and start
training the team in mid to late March.

How will the ministry be impacted while I am away?
The ministry will continue. We have made arrangements to
conduct interviews from a radio studio in Boston. My guests
from Hawaii will still go to our studio in Hawaii, and any guests
from the mainland or overseas will be brought in by phone. It
will sound as though I were in Hawaii. “Aloha from Honolulu,
Hawaii and Boston, Massachusetts. I’m Danny Yamashiro.
Welcome to The Good Life. We are here to help unleash your
God-given purpose.”
Next year, Paradise Global Mission Brazil 2016 will be comprised of Dr. Kerry Ishihara and Dr. Jeffrey Miyazawa, who will
go to South America to assess church planting ministries in
Brazil and possibly other nations to prepare for the next mission
trip to the region. Kepano Lee continues his leadership of Paradise Global Mission China 2015. As you can see, my absence
does not preclude mission growth.
We have just completed the translation of Against All Odds into
Spanish (Contra Todas Posibilidades). In addition to this new
resource, we have developed a template that will enable us to
translate this tract into languages spoken where we send our
mission teams. This Christmas we are preparing to release a
new book, Unleashing the Greatness in You (Winner’s Edge #2).
We are already planning our 19th Annual JCCY “Call to Hope”
Golf Tournament.
Transformation is happening in the cocoon of our family and
our ministry. You are an important part of this process. Thank
you for your continued support of our family and ministry.
Danny Yamashiro is the founder and president of Jesus Christ Is
Calling You, Inc.

Brazil 2016
Dr. Jeff Miyazawa’s and Dr. Kerry Ishirara’s Paradise Global Mission
trip to Brazil, originally scheduled for October 2015, has been
changed to 2016. The two dentists will be traveling to Morrinhos,
Brazil for reconnaissance purposes, scouting new partnerships and
opportunities. Morrinhos is a town about 175 miles north of São
Paulo. Dr. Miyazawa’s prayer is that the trip will not be postponed
again and that he and Dr. Ishihara will be obedient to God’s leading
and His open doors as they refresh PGM in Brazil. They are excited
to see what God has for them in Brazil and for God to show them
how they can make the biggest impact for Him and His kingdom.

If you are interested in participating in these
or future PGM trips, whether through prayer,
finances, or travel, please visit gopgm.org
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To date, A Slice of the Good Life
has reached 32 states and three
foreign countries.
For the most current list of radio
stations, please visit
http://goodlifeslice.com/radio-stations/
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